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Zero Waste Europe

¸ Zero Waste Europe is a network organisation bringing together 

European municipalities, linking international non-profit 

organisations and local Zero Waste groups with the aim of 

phasing out waste as a way to improve sustainability, economic 

resilience and social cohesion

ÁZWE represents active communities in 20 countries

ÁZWE supports 308 municipalities in 8 countries 

Å6 591 987 inhabitants

Å> 190 achieve over 50% recycling rate

Å>  95 achieve over 75% recycling rate

ÅLjubljana ïfirst ZW capital in EU



Paradigm change: Circular Economy

¸ On December 2nd, 2015 European Commission 
has started negotiation of a package of strategic 
legislation called Circular Economy

¸ It aim is to change linear economy into circular 
one by closing the loop of a product life cycle -
starting from extraction of virgin materials, design, 
production, use, recovery and recycling when it 
becomes waste (secondary raw material)

¸ It should strengthen and make more coherent 
implementation of compliance in products policy, 
guidance on industrial emissions, consumers 
protection against unfair practices, interface 
between chemicals, products and waste 
legislation
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Proposed new targets

¸ As yet, the most defined targets concern municipal solid waste:

Áby 2025 60% recycling of MSW, and 65% of packaging

Áby 2030 65% recycling of MSW, and 70% of packaging

Áby 2030 max 10% landfilling of MSW

Ában on disposal of recyclable waste

Á limit of waste incineration up to 30%

¸ Separate collection of bio-waste where technically, 

environmentally and economically practicable

¸ By 2030 reduction of (plastic) marine litter, and food waste 

[both by 50% from 2014 levels]

¸ Overall waste prevention target?



Summary of climate impact of waste management 

scenarios (excl. CO2 from biogenic sources)

The Potential Contribution of Waste Management to a Low Carbon Economy, Eunomia, October 2015.



Energy saved by recycling vs. generated by incineration
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Expected benefits of CEP up to 2030

170 000 new jobs

20% reduction of virgin materials use

600 billion of costs savings for EU business

> 3% increase of GDP

500 million tons of GHG reduction



Circular Economy and Health Care

First of all it should address:

Phase out of Carcinogenic, Mutagenic and Reprotoxic 

substances (CMRs) and Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals 

(EDCs), like brominated flame retardants, BPA, phthalates, and 

PVC

Improved assessment and control of nano materials

Design for re-use and recycling of medical products and 

packaging Ĕmultilayer, multimaterial, PVC

Substantial reduction, and full treatment of pharmaceutical 

residues

Proper treatment of infectious and hazardous HCW



Current legislative proposals

¸ As yet there are no specific policies defined by EC towards 

health care sector as such within the Circular Economy package. 

However the following regulations can be considered to include

issues associated with implementation of the package:

ÁCOM (2016) 0039: Proposal for a regulation of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on mercury

ÅPhase out of dental amalgam use by 31st December 2022   C

ÁCOM (2012) 542: Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament 

and of the Council on medical devices

ÅEndocrine disrupting chemicals, evaluation based on Biocidal 

Product Regulation 528/2012   D

ÁCOM (2015) 596 Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive

ÅPrimary packaging for medical devices and pharmaceutical products ?



Further legislation

¸ In 2017 European Commission should present:

ÁBest available techniques reference document (BREF) 

on waste treatment

ÅImproved norms and standards

ÅMandatory compliance with BAT conclusions

ÁPharmaceutics in the environment

ÅScientific report and roadmap are already prepared but not yet 

published

ÅThe European Food Safety Authority is launching a project 

to develop methods to assess risks from exposures to multiple 

chemicals at the same time: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/161024a

ÅMentioned update of Sewage Sludge Directive (86/278/EEC)



Minimal Circular Economy


